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SUBJECT :BELIZE ISSUE: PRICE TALKS WITH RABASA AND ARENALES 

1. FOR OUR BACKGROUND ONLY, MAY 2 UK EMBASSY OFFICER 
WALKER SHOWED CENOFFS COPIES OF DESPATCHES FROM MEXICO 
AND BELMOPAN REGARDING PRICE'S MEETINGS WITH RABASA AND 
ARENALES DURING ATLANTA OASGA. 

2. RABASA TOLD UK AMBASSADOR AT MEXICO CITY THAT HE HAD 
INFORMED PRICE MEXICO WOULD WISH TO PARTICIPATE IN ANY 
MEETING WHICH RESOLVED TERRITORIAL PROBLEMS. MEXICO'S 
ONLY INTEREST WAS TO "ASSURE SEA ACCESS TO CHETUMAL 
THROUGH MEXICAN TERRITORIAL WATERS,. PROVIDING THIS 
CONDITION MET AND GUATEMALAN CLAIMS SUCCESSFULY RESOLVED, 
MEXICO WOULD ENDORSE SETTLEMENT. SAME GENERAL ACCOUNT OF 
MEETING RELAYED BY PRICE TO GOVERNOR S OFFICE IN BELIZE. 

3. PRICE TOLD GOVERNOR'S OFFICE THAT ARENALES HAD SUGGESTED 
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TIMING SUPPOSEDLY GEARED TO RETURN OF LAUGERUD FROM 
EUROPEAN TRIP SO THAT HE COULD BE BRIEFED ON PLAN AND 
WOULD HAVE CHANCE TO INCLUDE ON DELEGATION STILL UNKNOWN 
NEW GUATEMALAN FOREIGN MINISTER. ACCORDING BELMOPAN 
REPORT, GUATEMALANS ALSO SAID THEY NEEDED TIME TO BRIEF 
ARANA ON ALL SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES IN PLAN. PRICE ALT .EDGED! Y 
SURPRISED THAT TOP GUATEMALANS NOT ALREADY FULLY ON BOARD. 

4. COMMENT: PRICE DID NOT APPEAR CONCERNED ABOUT 
MEXICANS' INSISTANCE ON ACCESS TO CHETUMAL THROUGH 
MEXICAN TERRITORIAL WATERS. RABASA DISMISSED IT BY 
INDICATING MIGHT BE NECESSARY TO RELOCATE BORDER 
"A FEW METERS" AND PRICE REPORTEDLY TOLD GOVERNOR'S 
OFFICE THAT IT WAS A QUESTION OF TRANSFERRING "SMALL 
STRIPS OF LAND". WE ARE UNCLEAR AS TO PRECISELY WHAT 
RABASA HAS IN MIND BUT THIS CLEAREST INDICATION TO DATE 
OF MEXICAN INTENTIONS REGARDING TERRITORIAL CLAIMS. WE 
ALSO NOTE PRICE GAVE NO INDICATION AS TO WHETHER AREN ALES 
MENTIONED REDUCTION OF BRITISH GARRISON AS PRE-CONDITION 
TO RENEWED TALKS. 
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